Bilateral trigeminal nerve palsy during an extensive lumbar epidural block.
A rare case of trigeminal nerve blockade arising in the course of obstetric lumbar epidural anaesthesia is described. There was extensive bilateral spread of nerve-block up to the C4 level with respiratory distress after top-up for caesarean section, and subsequent epidurography revealed high epidural spread of contrast. The mechanism of the trigeminal nerve palsy was the source of some controversy, particularly as to whether intracranial spread of local anaesthetic had occurred, possibly following accidental subdural or subarachnoid injection.